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Did You Know?!

Why is an Individual Health Plan (IHP) needed?
You may have noticed the increased numbers of students with special health care needs attending school. This is due to laws such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1975. It is also due to improved medical knowledge and technologies that are helping these children to survive to attend school. Many schools are not set up to offer services to these children. The physical facilities may not be present for health care procedures to be performed safely and assure privacy for the student. School nurses or competent unlicensed staff may not be available. These do not relieve the school of providing for a student’s health cares while in the school setting.
School Administrators, teachers and other staff are often familiar with an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) and 504 Accommodation plans, but not so much with the IHP.
The IHP provides a roadmap for a child’s health at school just as the IEP provides a roadmap for the child’s education. An IHP:
· Provides continuity of care
· Promotes communication between student, parent, school staff and medical providers
· Provides an overall view of how the child’s health will impact classroom performance & any accommodations that may be needed
· Helps the student achieve independence in providing for their own health care needs by teaching them about their condition, treatments and medications.
· Helps remove barriers to learning
· Promotes child’s individual learning needs

What may happen if an IHP is not in place?
 (
HELPING CHILDREN LIVE BETTER LIVES 
For more information, contact: 
Carol Tucker RN, BSN
State School Nurse Consultant
School Health Program
Lifespan Health DHHS
carol.tucker@nebraska.gov
402 471-1373
 
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/SchoolHealth
)	Without an IEP or 504 Accommodation Plan, how would educational be achieved for a student who qualifies for Special Education or has a qualified disability? Without an IHP in place, a child’s healthcare in the school setting may be sporadic. School Staff and parents will not have a good means of communication or know what to expect, health-related barriers to learning may not be recognized and ultimately, the child’s learning likely will be impacted. 
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